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Air hostess jobs in islam haram or halal for women? 
Working as an air hostess: an Islamic view: 


It is because this work includes many acts of disobedience to 
Allaah, like hostesses not wearing an Islamic dress; rather, 
they dress in an indecent and improper manner as it is known 
from them. There is no doubt that not wearing Hijab is 
forbidden by the Book of Allaah, the Sunnah of the Prophet 
sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam ( may Allaah exalt his mention ) 
and the consensus of the scholars may Allaah have mercy 
upon them. 

Even if an air hostess covers her hair and wears Hijab and 
she does not serve which are haram such as pork, alcohol or 
intoxicants, she still cannot avoid mixing, touching and 
shaking hands smiling with non-Mahram men, and all this is 
forbidden. In addition to this, her travel without a Mahram is 
also forbidden. 

Since her work is forbidden, the salary that she earns from 
such a job is from a void contract and it [salary] is not lawful 
for her and it is not permissible for her to own it; rather she 
should spend it on the general welfare of the Muslims, 
especially the poor and the destitute. Nonetheless, she is 


only entitled to the salary of someone who does the same job 
like her for the permissible work that she does, like serving 
water and helping the passengers and the like. As regards 
what remains from that salary, it is ill-gotten money because 
it comes from a void contract, and it is in return for providing 
forbidden services. 

If she performs Hajj with this ill-gotten money, then the 
majority of the scholars may Allaah have mercy upon them 
are of the view that whoever performs Hajj with ill-gotten 
money, he will be exempted from the obligation (of 
performing) Hajj again although he is sinful for consuming 
that ill-gotten money. 

Furthermore, it is expected of an air hostess to be appealing 
to the passengers. That is expressed by them applying 
makeup, smiling to one and all and obviously the dress code 
of an air hostess is meant to fulfil such unislamic 
expectations. 


Fear of Fitnah: 

Any female without the company of a Mahram will certainly 
be tested with temptations and caught up in the snares of 
Shaytan during her journey. It is the duty of the parents family 
guardians husband to protect the chastity and honour of their 
women. We have been reliably informed by people in the 
industry about how they tempt air hostess and air hostess 
tempt them while being abroad. 


In light of the above, it is abundantly clear that it will not be 
permissible for a woman to take up the job as an air hostess. 
And it is not permissible for woman to travel without mahram 
so air hostess job and its earned money are completely 
haram in the shariah of Islam. 


Riyad as-Salihin 990 

Ibn ‘Abbas (May Allah be pleased with them) reported: 

The Prophet (#28) said, "No man must not be alone with a 
woman except in the presence of her (Mahram). No woman 
should travel except in company of a (Mahram)." A man said: 
"O Messenger of Allah! | have been enrolled for such and 
such expedition, and my wife left for Hajj." He (#2) said to 
him, "Go and perform Hajj with your wife." 

[Al- Bukhari and Muslim]. 


Sahih al-Bukhari 1088 

Narrated Abu Huraira: 

The Prophet (p.b.u.h) said, "It is not permissible for a woman 
who believes in Allah and the Last Day to travel for one day 
and night except with a Mahram." 


A woman is not permitted to travel without a Mahram 
(husband or unmarriageable male relative) for the distance of 
83 km, whether she travels by air or any other means. 
Furthermore, passing through the distance fast or slow has 
no effect on the above ruling. 


In this vein, the Prophet sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam ( may 
Allaah exalt his mention ) said: “It is forbidden for a woman 
who believes in Allah and the Last Day to travel for a one-day 
and night-journey without a Mahram.” [Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 


A day and night’s travel is approximately 80 kilometres (or) 75 
kilometres approximately. Half a day is therefore 40km 
approximately. That is because a day and night are 24 hours, 
so half of that is 12 hours making it 40km or so. So it is upon 
her that she keeps herself away from that which approaches 
this. As for normal moving around within the city or town, and 
to the limits of the city, then she does not require a mahram if 
she is in the company of other women or she is in a safe 
locality; in a safe and secure township where she does not 
fear anything, then there is no problem in her moving about 
the area, to fulfill her needs. It can be from one house to 
another, even if is a kilometre or two kilometres, three or four 
(for that matter). All of this does not harm so long as there is 
widespread safety, and no danger or suspicion. 


Allah says in Quran: 

[Quran 24:31] And tell the believing women to restrain their 
looks, and to guard their privates, and not display their 
beauty except what is apparent thereof, and to draw their 
coverings over their breasts, and not expose their beauty 


except to their husbands, their fathers, their husbands’ 
fathers, their sons, their husbands’ sons, their brothers, their 
brothers’ sons, their sisters’ sons, their women, what their 
right hands possess, their male attendants who have no 
sexual desires, or children who are not yet aware of the 
nakedness of women. And they should not strike their feet to 
draw attention to their hidden beauty. And repent to God, all 
of you believers, so that you may succeed. 


(Quran An-Nisa’ 4:34) Men are the protectors and maintainers 
of women, because Allah has made one of them to excel the 
other, and because they spend (to support them) from their 
means. Therefore the righteous women are devoutly obedient 
(to Allah and to their husbands), and guard in the husband’s 
absence what Allah orders them to guard (e.g. their chastity, 
their husband’s property). As to those women on whose part 
you see ill-conduct, admonish them (first), (next), refuse to 
share their beds, (and last) beat them (lightly, if it is useful); 
but if they return to obedience, seek not against them means 
(of annoyance). Surely, Allah is Ever Most High, Most Great. 


